State music festival draws 1,500 students by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-28-1968 
State music festival draws 1,500 students 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "State music festival draws 1,500 
students" (1968). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 3589. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/3589 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 






SUNDAY/ APRIL 28 L -2̂ 4-68
state
STATE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
DRAWS 1,500 STUDENTS
Missoula -- About 1,500 performers will take part in the'27th state 
music festival in Missoula, reports Charles A. Miller, organizing chairman 
of the western division meet, scheduled here May 3 and 1*.
Musicians from 60 high schools will be joined by 90 teachers and a 
sizeable contingent of parents for the last festival of this magnitude in 
Missoula, Miller said.
The festival was started, and for many years operated by, the Univer­
sity of Montana music faculty. As the event grew, other organizations 
became involved. A few years ago the festival was divided into western and 
eastern divisions. Next year five division festivals will be conducted.
Students who earn superior ratings in district festivals are eligible 
to compete in solo and small ensemble events in Missoula next weekend.
Members of the festival band and orchestra were selected in advance by 
taped auditions. Members of the chorus were chosen on the basis of applica­
tions and teacher recommendations.
Climax of the festival will be the concert by band, orchestra and chorus 
Saturday, May k, at 8 p.m. in the Sentinel High School gymnasium. A nominal 
admission fee will be charged, Miller said.
The 373-voice chorus will be conducted by Richard P. Condie, director
of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, Salt Lake City, Utah) the 8l-piece orchestra,
by George Perkins, member of the music faculty of Eastern Montana College and
director of the Billings Symphony Orchestra, and the 132-piece band, by 
Butler R. Eitel, director of UM Bands.
(more)
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The festival schedule includes auditions for UM scholarship aspirants, 
Miller noted.
Serving as co-chairmen of the division festival are the heads of two 
of the sponsoring organizations, Dean Charles W. Bolen of the UM School of 
Fine Arts and Shelby Bewley, superintendent of Missoula County High Schools. 
The third sponsor is the Montana High School Association.
Assisting Miller in the organization of the festival are J. Neil 
Dahlstrom, Charles Johnson, Harold Herbig, Franklin Kenney and Robert Narum, 
all members of the Missoula public school music faculty. Miller is a member
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of the UM staff.
